
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 21 August 2003] 

 p10384c-10386a 
Mr Arthur Marshall; Ms Alannah MacTiernan; Speaker 

 [1] 

OLD COAST ROAD, FALCON-DAWESVILLE AREA 
Grievance 

MR A.D. MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.10 am]:  My grievance today is about a response to a letter I wrote to 
the Chief of Staff of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure on 2 July 2003.  The response is dated 6 August 
2003.  I wrote to the chief of staff about the resealing of Old Coast Road in the Falcon-Dawesville area between 
the Estuary and Port Bouvard Bridges.  The strip of road is only eight kilometres long, but it is heavily used and 
has been in disrepair for a number of years.  I wrote to find out whether the Government had considered the 
matter from a road safety point of view.  The traffic noise must be made quieter by using a certain type of 
bitumen to reseal the road.  Thankfully, I have received a letter informing me that the resealing will take place.   
The area through which the road runs is highly urbanised.  The Dawesville electorate is the largest country 
electorate in Western Australia.  The population of southern Mandurah has increased.  New suburbs and 
subdivisions have been built along that eight-kilometre strip.  The second largest country electorate is Mitchell, 
and the third largest electorate is Vasse.  More and more residents are travelling up and down the south west 
along that road, and the increase in tourism has meant that more and more tourists travel up and down Old Coast 
Road.  The growth of the south west must be serviced by trucks, including heavy haulage transport.  An 
estimated 15 000 vehicles travel on the road daily.  The amount of traffic doubles on the weekends and triples on 
long weekends.  The road was not made for that amount of traffic.   
The minister’s chief of staff replied to my letter and said - 

Thank you for your letter . . .  

It was proposed that this section of Old Coast Road would be resealed in 2005/06.  However, as a result 
of the recent deterioration -  

And my urging -  

the resealing work will be brought forward and is now proposed for the upcoming summer.   

I query that.  The letter continues -  

The use of a quieter surface as suggested in your press release is being investigated, but there is a 
significant cost difference involved.   

It should be noted that some of the section in question is already surfaced with asphalt and that the 
proposed repairs will reinstate the effectiveness of this surface in reducing noise.   

I query that also.  Main Roads is very good.  There were storms in July.  The sides of the road have huge 
potholes.  The member for Bunbury is listening intently.  He travels up and down this section of road and knows 
what I am talking about.  The potholes made it incredibly dangerous to drive on the road in the dark during the 
squalls, when the road was pelted with heavy rain.  To the credit of Main Roads, it patched up the potholes 
instantly.  The work is ongoing.  The road looks like a jigsaw puzzle and needs resurfacing.  I want the 
integrated bitumen to be resealed with a more expensive surface that reduces the level of road noise, which is 
important to my constituents.   

Thankfully, the resealing of the road will be brought forward to the summer.  Will the minister provide me with 
a more specific time?  Will the work be done at the start, the middle or the end of summer?  Summer is just 
around the corner.  The resealing could be delayed from early summer to December, when 30 000 people a day 
travel on that road during the holidays.  People from the south west visit Mandurah for the brilliant waterways 
and all the other things that the area has to offer them.  Will the resealing be done sometime after Christmas, 
when the traffic is still heavy; will the road be resealed around Easter, when traffic is trebled in that area; or will 
it begin at the end of summer, when it rains more frequently?   

The same problem occurred when the Dawesville deviation was built.  That project was delayed because Main 
Roads was not allocated enough money and because of the amount of traffic.  Bitumen cannot be laid when it is 
wet because the dampness weakens it.  When that occurs, the road must be resealed again in two years.  This is a 
big question for the minister to take on.  During which part of summer will the road be resealed?  The two-lane 
bridge must cope with a large amount of traffic.  A four-lane bridge is required.  The minister could make that a 
priority.  Summer is a difficult time to reseal the road.  I want the minister to be more specific about the timing.   

Why will the minister not consider spending extra money to decrease the traffic noise?  Heavy haulage transport 
travels along that road for 24 hours a day.  In the past eight years three subdivisions have been built in Halls 
Head.  In the past 10 years three subdivisions have been built in Erskine.  Novara and Pleasant Grove have 
grown on the roadside.  Cox’s Bay is a new subdivision.  Falcon and Wannanup are growing all the time, as is 
Port Bouvard’s north port and south port.  Many people moved to that area for the quietness and the special way 
of life.  They expected the Peel deviation to have been built by now.  However, the Peel deviation has been 
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delayed until 2008.  Therefore, the residents must wait for six years before the heavy traffic that travels on the 
community road is diverted around the back of Mandurah and Estuary Bridge and comes back at Lake Clifton 
and Island Point.  Should the residents, who require a decent quality of life, be disadvantaged because of this 
Government’s inaction on the Peel deviation?  They are entitled to have the very best bitumen laid on the road, 
as the former Government did for the Dawesville deviation.  The Dawesville deviation is an absolute success 
story for road safety, quality of driving and noise levels, which were reduced tremendously.  I ask the minister to 
show some compassion to my constituents.  Will she provide me with a date in the summer when the road will 
be resealed, and could it be resealed with a special integrated bitumen, no matter what the cost?   

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.17 am]:  I thank the member 
for the grievance.  I acknowledge that he gave me ample knowledge of this.  However, I regret that my 
department has not provided me with adequate information to respond to the member’s queries.  However, I will 
undertake to get the more detailed information that he has requested by the end of the day.   

The road will definitely be repaired and resurfaced before it rains.  I am advised that there would be no problem 
if this work were scheduled for January, February or March - the driest months of the year - as is most likely.  
The resealing should not be affected by the weather in any way.  The fact that it will be done in the second half 
of summer is not a problem.   
Mr A.D. Marshall:  January is when the traffic doubles.   
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The member has made a very good point.  I will make sure the member receives a 
proper response by the end of the day.   
I have been advised that some sections of the road have already been surfaced with asphalt.  I have asked for a 
detailed map of the area of road to which the member refers and for information on the exact quality of the road 
surface.  It is a rallying cry when the member says that the Government must resurface the road with upgraded 
bitumen no matter what the cost.  Here the member is talking about another proposal, not that the road surface be 
repaired or resealed.  The Government agrees that the project will need to be brought forward to this financial 
year.  However, the member is arguing that we should upgrade the surface of this road whatever the cost.  I 
appreciate that he is acting as an advocate for his constituents.  However, the reality is that the Government must 
make decisions about the proper allocation of resources.  Obviously all members believe that the demands of 
their constituents must take precedence.  However, the Government’s job is to weigh up and properly allocate 
those resources across the State.  The extra cost that I have been given - I have asked for further detail - is a 
quarter of a million dollars.  Some might argue that that is not a huge amount of money.  However, in relation to 
the unmet need in the community, it is a significant amount.   

Mr A.D. Marshall:  How is it that the money was found to do the Dawesville deviation, which is a beautiful strip, 
done specifically to lower the noise for the benefit of the residents in that area?  It is only another two kilometres 
past the eight kilometres we are requesting.  The extra eight kilometres added should match the quality of the 
resurfacing over the bridge.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I understand that argument.  As I said, we have not dismissed it entirely out of hand.  
However, it is a matter of balancing the allocation of scarce dollars.  The shires near the Brookton Highway have 
been urging the Government to put more money into the roads in that area.  A conga line of councils have been 
approaching the Government asking for more funds.  The Government will certainly consider the member’s 
representation.   

Mr A.D. Marshall:  I am very pleased that the minister is willing to take an interjection.  As she said, I am the 
spokesman for my people.  The minister referred to other areas.  However, the proof of the pudding is in the 
eating and, as a result of the intensity of traffic on that strip, traffic lights were installed at Peel Parade five years 
ago to provide access to that road.  Another set will be installed by Christmas at Casuarina Drive.  In the past 
three years, on the Mandurah side, five sets of lights have been installed just so that drivers can access that part 
of the road.  I do not see how the needs of other shires can match the needs of the community using this strip of 
road.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  As I said, the member has argued his case well.  The Government will study the 
volume of traffic and the adjoining residences and make an assessment.  However, this is a problem throughout 
the metropolitan area where many residential developments are on very busy roads.  I acknowledge that the 
roads in Mandurah have become busier than they were in the past.  

Mr A.D. Marshall:  Problems are caused by heavy haulage trucks of which there are sometimes six in a row.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  The same applies to the residential parts of Albany Highway through 
Armadale, Gosnells and Kelmscott and to Leach Highway and even Stirling Highway.  It is not an uncommon 
problem.  Nonetheless, I accept that the member has presented a reasonable argument.  In an ideal world the 
Government could address the problem immediately.  However, its priority is to try to address issues in a 
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balanced way.  By the end of today I will provide the member with more detailed information on the timing of 
the road repairs and I will take into account the possibility of upgrading the surface.  

The SPEAKER:  These are sealed roads, are they not?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  They are sealed roads, Mr Speaker.  As you quite rightly pointed out, many people in 
the State do not have the luxury of sealed roads.  

The SPEAKER:  Just checking! 
 


